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Upcoming Events

Thank You CEA Parents

We would like to extend a huge thank you to our CEA
parent volunteers who helped organize and run the
hamburger/brat stand and to Kris Charapata who
provided the food at the Charapata Seed Sales Open
House this past Saturday. The CEA raised $500 in
donations to be used towards future CEA approved
projects at school. We are so thankful and blessed to
have such wonderful support.

Oct. 9 - 15 - Fire Prevention Week

Oct. 14 - Chapel devotion - 8:15 am

Oct. 14 - Hot Lunch

Oct. 15 - Volleyball Tournament @ Fox Valley Lutheran High School - 8:00 am

Oct. 19 - Lutheran Pioneers meeting at Zion Peshtigo - 5:30 - 7:00 pm

Oct. 25 - Joint Parent/Board of Education meeting - 6:00 pm
Oct. 26 - End of 1st Quarter
Oct. 27 & 28 - NO SCHOOL - Wisconsin Lutheran State Teachers' Conference

Oct. 30 - Joint Area Reformation Service @ Trinity, Coleman - 4:00 pm

Fire Prevention Week

This week, October 9-15, is Fire Prevention Week. Please take some time to practice
fire safety measures at home, having preparedness plans in place and checking that
smoke and carbon monoxide detectors are working properly.

Fire won't wait. Plan your escape.



Hot Lunch

This week'’s hot lunch will be hamburgers provided by the Schwittay family. The cost is
$2 per person. We are still looking for volunteers for the week of December 9 and for a
number of spots during the second semester.

Heart to Heart

Once a month, we are going to attach a parenting resource to our newsletter entitled
Heart to heart: Parent Conversations from our WELS publication Forward in Christ.
These articles will cover a variety of parenting topics written as a conversation between
parents to help encourage one another. This month we have chosen the topic: What
should we teach children about the Reformation? Please take a moment to read through

this article for a better understanding of the Reformation which is October 31.

Health Reminder

Parents, just a reminder that if your child is coughing and/or has a runny nose or fever,
please keep them home for a day or two until their symptoms improve. This will help
others stay healthy in our classrooms and allow us to continue as normal. We greatly
appreciate your help in this matter.

Joint Parent/Board of Education Meeting

Parents are invited to attend a joint Board of Education meeting being held on Tuesday,
October 25 beginning at 6:00 pm. Please take this opportunity to address any
questions or concerns you may have with your Board members.

Mission Offering

'/\“/\[l] ' Ill " Our first semester mission offering will be going to the Thai Village,
I “ (“\l “ (1336 Inc, a nonprofit organization that works with artisans in Thailand

(Southeast Asia) to support economic self-sufficiency and Christian

education. To learn more about this exciting organization and their
history and connection to our WELS mission work in Thailand, please visit their website
at thaivillage.org Mission offerings will be collected during our chapel service on
Fridays. Last week we collected $28.50 bringing the total of our restart semester
offering to $67.50. Thank you for your heartfelt gifts.

2 Corinthians 9:11 — You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on
every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.
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What should we teach children about the Reformation?

There are times when things are so engrained in our life that we take them for granted and
struggle to even explain them. | think being a Lutheran can be like that—especially for us
“lifers.” That's one of the reasons | love reading the “Confessions of faith” articles shared in
FIC each month (p. 14). It's refreshing to hear from those who are new to Lutheranism, to be
reminded of the treasures that Martin Luther restored to the

church. Reading the perspectives of the two Lutheran dads featured here helped me too.

Want more resources to help teach Reformation truths to your children? Visit nph.net and
consider a new short film titled God’s Plan for Luther and Me; the book Martin Luther: A Man
Who Changed The World; or the graphic novels on Katie and Martin Luther.

Nicole Balza

When it comes to teaching our children about the Reformation, especially our young
children, we have to admit the challenge of it. Perhaps the most obvious challenge is that the
official date for recognizing the Reformation is Oct. 31. There is a part of me that wishes that
Martin Luther would have had some foresight with his choosing of a date! Didn’t he know that
this would become Halloween and that children would be hopelessly distracted? | am
thinking that it probably isn't enough to dress up your children as Martin Luther to help them
understand the joy of the Reformation.
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[n addition, the Reformation isn’t just competing with Halloween. It's also competing with
Martin Luther King Jr. Day. My daughter, Tayley, came home from public school on Martin
Luther King Jr. Day impressed in ways that | rarely see, trying to tell me the story of the civil
rights movement. In fact, she is having the hardest time accepting that Martin Luther King Jr.
was named after another Martin Luther who was even greater.

With that said, perhaps the greatest challenge in teaching our children about the Reformation
are the truths themselves. Most of the key ideas are framed by Latin slogans

or solas. Whoever decided to frame the Reformation in this way didn’t have children in

mind. What is more, if someone challenged us Lutherans to put the Reformation itself into a
single sentence, we might say, “The Reformation was all about the Bible’s teaching that we
are justified by grace through faith by Christ alone.” Try teaching that to your six-year-old!

The ideas of the Reformation are saving and powerful, but they are also

abstract. Somewhere along the line, | remember learning that kids under a certain age
simply cannot grasp abstract concepts. For parents wanting to teach their children about the
Reformation, these are the challenges.

I'll tell you what | am going to do with my kids to meet the challenge. | am going to teach
my kids about the Reformation during the entire month of October.Really, whenever it
comes up in daily life, we are going to talk about it. | am going to buy a children’s book
from Northwestern Publishing House. There’s one called Martin Luther: A Man Who
Changed The World that looks especially good, but I'll look into other possibilities as well. We
will talk about the different “Martins” and why Oct. 31 is special to us for better reasons than
candy.

But what about the truths of the Reformation?How can we share abstract truths with
them in meaningful ways?We will let Luther guide us with Scripture. His first thesis,
which guided the other 94 theses, stated, “When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said,
‘Repent’ [Matthew 4:17] he willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance.” This is
where everything started. Luther wanted the world to know that the life of a believer has two
parts: 1) contrition or sorrow over sin and 2) faith in the saving life, death, and resurrection of
Jesus. These are actually pretty simple concepts to understand. That's what | intend to teach
my girls.

| am going to teach them to apologize to each other and to their God. | am going to hold his
law in front them and show them their sin. Then, | will show them their Savior who died for
them. | will speak to them of Jesus’ love and grace and about how forgiven and washed and
loved they really are. | probably won'’t even call it repentance. They will learn that word later,
but they will learn about Jesus. That’s really my number one goal.
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Even if they never do come to know with great clarity the difference between Martin
Luther and Martin Luther King Jr., | want them to know Jesus. That after all is what the
Reformation is all about.

Timothy Bourman is a pastor at Sure Foundation in Queens, New York, and co-host of
the podcast Project 1517. He and his wife, Amanda, have three young daughters.

Would you like to tell your children a story this Halloween? The 500th anniversary of the
Lutheran Reformation gives you that chance.

You can tell the story of a young man bothered by the practice of paying off sin’s punishment
with money. You can tell the story of a young man who was brave. He didn’t keep his mouth
shut, even before those older than he, because he cared about their souls. You can tell the
story of a young man who cared about God'’s truth, wanting to understand what true
repentance meant and wanting the leaders of the church to treasure God’s grace. It is an
amazing Halloween story, the posting of 95 theses on the door of the Castle Church in
Wittenberg on Oct. 31, 1517.

There is a story to tell. But that story didn't end on Oct. 31 five hundred years ago. There is a
continuing story you can tell every day you are with your children. In fact, you get to live out
the story. On each of your days you have the chance to put on display divine Reformation
truths that are at the heart of our salvation—grace alone, faith alone, Scripture alone.

We all know these Reformation concepts. Yet as parents, it is easy to live something other
than grace and faith and Scripture. When a child has sinned, we may forget that any
Christian discipline intends to have an ultimate happy ending in the grace of God. In our
pride we may overlook the reality of our absolute dependence on God, the centrality of faith
for eternal life and for every other moment in life. In the busyness of life, we may speak of
Scripture’s importance but let its priority slip. We may speak a story of Reformation when the
anniversary hits, but it's sometimes hard to live out the Reformation during those many
moments God gives us with young precious souls.

Being a parent means knowing sin and God’s forgiveness. That's a Reformation truth.
There are times when we sin against our child by assuming the worst and thinking they had
done the very thing we had warned them against, only to find out that we were wrong. Can
you look your child in the eye and tell him you are sorry, explain that you have a sinful flesh
too, and ask him to forgive you? There is no greater joy than to hear a representative of
Christ, at the young age of seven, smile and forgive.

There’s another side of that knowledge. Your child sins, and she is sitting on the couch in the
basement in a timeout. After some screaming and crying there is silence, and then a very
different voice rises up the stairs: “I'm sorry.” Can you walk down the stairs and have the first
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words from your mouth be, “I forgive you, and Jesus forgives you too”? Yes, parents can
offer guidelines and loving consequences after assuring their child of forgiveness, but we
don’t want the threats to replace forgiveness and only say, “Don’t let that ever happen again.”
Those little souls can be tricked by the devil; they can be crushed when God’s love is
withheld. You don’t want to do that. | don’t want to do that. We know how precious God’s love
has been to us. Shower his grace on those you love.

Being a parent means depending on someone else for your salvation and for every
other challenge in life. Can you humbly commiserate with your children? Can you agree
with them that we are all weak and we do not have the power to obey as we want? Can you
mourn with them over their wicked flesh, but then can you give them hope as you remind
them that our peace when we disobey and our power finally to obey comes not from
ourselves but from our God? We depend. We trust. By God’s grace, we believe. Faith—that's
a Reformation truth.

Being a parent means listening with your children to words that come from a God
whose word made the world and raised the dead. Bible stories are powerful words. The
truths of those stories are power to rebuke, to comfort, to guide. Read God’s stories. Talk
about God'’s stories. Have Scripture be a daily meal in your home—that's a Reformation
truth.

There is a Reformation story to tell. Do speak of Luther’s Reformation. But even more, make
the Reformation—by God’s grace and power—your daily beating heart.

Stephen Geiger is a professor at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Mequon, Wisconsin. He and
his wife, Anna, have six children ranging in age from 1 to 10.

SUBMIT YOUR STORY

Do you have a manuscript, idea, or story from your own life you'd like to share for use in
Forward in Christ or on wels.net? Use our online form to share it to our editorial office for
consideration.

SUBSCRIBE TO FORWARD IN CHRIST

Get inspirational stories, spiritual help, and synod news from Forward in Christ every month.
Print and digital subscriptions are available from Northwestern Publishing House.

Author: Multiple Authors
Volume 104, Number 10
Issue: October 2017
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