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19 Minutes With the Messiah

The Light of the World

(Matthew 5:14-16)

"[Jesus said,] “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. *Neither do people
light a lamp and put it under. a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in
the house. *In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and
praise your Father in heaven.”

1. Take a moment to imagine a world without light. What glorious yet simple
purpose does light serve in our everyday lives?

2. Isaiah the prophet wrote: “The people walking in darkness have seen a
great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has
dawned. . . . For to us a child is born, to us a son is given. . .. And he will
be called . . . Prince of Peace” (9:2,6). Who is the “child” and “son” of whom
Isaiah writes? How does he serve as a light?

3. Underline the correct word or words and explain Jesus’ sentence:

“You (ought to be; will be; are; may be) the light of the world”

4. Read the following passage. How do Christians become light?

“You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as
children of light” (Ephesians 5:8).

5. Shining as the light of the world will be evident in both what a Christian does
and what a Christian says. Give several specific examples from your everyday
life of how you can let your light shine through your words and actions.

6. Like a city on a hill, the light of a Christian cannot be hidden. It is the very
nature of light to shine, and there is no such thing as a light that does not
shine. Nonetheless, the light of those who profess to be Christians may not
always be shining. List three reasons why this may happen.

a.

b.




Helps: {1} A world without light would be beyond dismal. Light enables us to see and enjoy all the glories of God’s creation. (2} Isaiah is
writing about Jesus, “the light of the world” (John 8:12). Christ is the light who reveals and lightens the way to eternal life for those living

in the darkness of sin, despair, spiritual ignorance, death, and unbelief. In fact, Christ himself is the Way and reveals himself as such.

(3) Jesus says, “You are the light of the world” —a statement of fact. Jesus speaks of the very nature of the Christian. (4) All people are born
in the darkness of sin and unbelief. The Holy Spirit, through the gospel in the Word and the sacraments, calls people into the light of faith in
Christ, an existence in which the Light dwells in their hearts and in which they reflect that Light in their lives. (5) Specific answers will vary.
(6) The light may not be shining because they are, in fact, no longer Christians and therefore no longer light; it may be that their faith is
weakening and, as a result, their light is dimming; or it may be that Christians are hiding their light from the world {an indication that faith
needs to be strengthened). (7) Salvation is not by works and “good deeds” but by grace through faith in Christ alone. Christians do not live
lives filled with “good deeds” for their own glorification. Neither does the witnessing of these “good deeds” bring others to saving faith.
Nevertheless, even unbelievers, who have a natural knowledge of right and wrong, will identify a Christian’s deeds as “good,” thus glorifying
God who works this good in his people. At the judgment, all people, willingly or unwillingly, will acknowledge the works of Christians to be
good, to the glory of God. (8) The first two are Light: the rest are light. After filling in the blanks, reread the paragraph. (8) Examples might be
past experiences with or the fear of future rejection, ridicule, or persecution; a desire to be accepted by the world; forgetfulness of God's
promises and protection; or a timid faith. (10} The Holy Spirit strengthens Christian faith and lives through the gospel in Word and sacrament.

7. Check and discuss each correct conclusion to the following sentence:

In verse 16, Jesus is saying that when unbelievers witness the “good

deeds” of Christians, they

will imitate those deeds and, like Christians, earn heaven

for themselves.

will acknowledge that those deeds are “good” and, unknowingly,
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Prayer

Light of the world, shine in us and through us to the praise and glory

of our Father in heaven. Amen.
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